
  

 

 

   
 

 

Learning schools for democracy? 

Young People, Politics and Civic Education 

 

International workshop and public event 

22 November 2021, Brussels, Belgium 
 

Academic and societal context 

The relationship between young people and politics is allegedly under pressure. Young people 

are increasingly indifferent to politics, sceptical of politicians, and even less supportive of 

democratic institutions (Blais & Rubenson, 2013; Dalton, 2004; Foa & Mounk, 2016; Henn, 

Weinstein, & Forrest, 2005). At the same time, youths have been more invested in political 

action that is less closely related to the electoral arena, including protest activities and political 

consumerism (Sloam, 2007). Scholars disagree whether these findings indicate the growing 

discontent of young people with democracy, or whether they simply indicate a shift in 

patterns of political participation among younger people (Ekman & Amnå, 2012). Regardless 

of where the grains of truth lie, it is clear that young people’s engagement with formal politics 

is under pressure. 

 

The workshop will deal with these issues from two angles: 

-    Political socialization: On the one hand, we will look at processes of political 

socialization of young people. In two sessions, we will analyze the complex relationship 

between youths and politics: Is there a problem, and what exactly constitutes the 

problem? How has young people’s engagement with politics changed over time? How 

can we reduce young people’s political alienation? What can be the role of institutional 

innovations (youth parliaments, youth councils, democratic innovations…) in bridging 

the gap between young people and politics? 

-    Civic education: On the other hand, we will focus on processes of civic education. In 

two sessions, we will analyze whether civic education can create mutual 

rapprochement between young people and politics. How should civic education 

practices be organized? What are innovative political education practices? How do 

teachers handle civic education in class? And what should be the goals of these 

practices? 

 

 



  

 

 

   
 

Workshop program 

9h30-10h00 Registration and coffee 

10h00-10h10 Academic opening by the project team 

10h10-10h25 Opening by the President of the parliament 

10h25-12h30 Parallel session 1: Political socialization I 

• Yi hyun Kang & Amandine Orsini:  
‘The socialization of youth actors in earth 
politics’ 

• Clémence Deswert: 
‘Ta chambre: 0/10, ton engagement: 
10/10: comprendre les mobilisations des 
jeunes autour des enjeux 
environnementaux et de migration’ 

• Linde Stals, Emilie Vandelvelde et Daniel 
Miranda: 
‘Cross-National Equivalence of Political 
Participation in Early Adolescence Across 
24 Countries.  

Parallel session 2: Civic education I 

• Emilie Vandevelde & Ellen Claes: 
‘Pre-service teachers’ civic socialization 
process explained – the OctagonT-model’ 

• Joke Matthieu & Nino Junius: 
‘Reproducing Inequalities in Political 
Participation: The effect of Citizenship 
education on political participation in 
Flanders’ 

• Robin Dumont & Bernard Delvaux : 
‘Processus d’appropriation par les 
enseignants d’un dispositif d’éducation 
au politique’ 

12h30-13h30 Lunch 

13h30-15h30 Parallel session 3: Political socialization II 

• Laura Uyttendaele: 
‘The effects of Voting Advice Applications 
(VAAs) on pre-voting citizens’ political 
efficacy’ 

• Simone Abendschön & B. Philipp Kleer: 
‘News literacy and political orientations 
of youth’ 

• Kjersti Eggen Dahl: 
‘Conflict orientation and young people – 
dimensions in adolescents’ engagement 
with political disagreement and conflict’ 

Parallel session 4: Civic education II 

• Robin Lebrun: ‘The variation of political 
trust through different activities of 
citizenship education: results from the 
experiment Jeunes & Politiek’ 

• Elly Mansoury & Mathis Saeys: 
‘Controversies in Heterogeneous 
Classrooms. Adolescents’ Experiences of 
Social Cohesion in Brussels and its 
Schools.’ 

• Merel Fieremans & Silvia Erzeel: 
‘Promoting active citizenship among 
young people? The transformative effects 
of the Belgian European Youth 
Parliament’ 

 

Public event. The international workshop will end with a public event during which the results of the Jeunes et 

Politique project will be presented. All those who are interested in attending the public event are welcome to do 

so. However, we kindly invite you to register via this link. 

15h30-16h00 Registration and coffee 

16h00-16h50 Jeunes et Enjeux Politiques: final results and presentation of a tool for political education 

16h50-17h20 Keynote speech: professor Bryony Hoskins (University of Roehampton) 

17h20-17h30 Closing remarks 

https://forms.gle/xAX3ZMVwVrXpijgw5


  

 

 

   
 

 

Conference venue and practicalities 

The conference will be organized in the Brussels Parliament (Lombardstraat 69, 1000 Brussels) 

in the center of Brussels. The parliament building is situated at 5 minutes from the Brussels 

Central railway station.  

 

 
 

To enter the parliament building, the conference participants will have to show their ID-card 

or passport, and a Covid Safe Ticket.  

 

The conference will be conducted in English, French and Dutch, but simultaneous translation 

is foreseen. 

 

Travel and accommodation  

The best way of getting into the center of Brussels is by train. There are about five direct train 

connections from Brussels Airport Zaventem to Brussels Central railway station, which cost 

9,10 EUR. These connections take about 20 minutes. International travellers coming to 

Brussels by Thalys, Eurostar or ICE will disembark in Brussels Midi railway station. There are 

direct connections to Brussels Central railway station every couple of minutes. 

 

The following hotels are situated within a 5 minute walk from the Brussels Parliament. 

- NH Brussels Carrefour de L’Europe (link) $$ 
- Ibis Hotel Brussels off Grand'Place (link) $$ 
- Alma Grand Place Hotel (link) $$ 
- Hotel Le Dixseptième (link) $$$ 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Brussels+Hoofdstedelijk+Parlement/@50.8449041,4.351493,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x214ba05f84de768b!8m2!3d50.8449095!4d4.3515006
https://www.nh-hotels.nl/hotel/nh-brussels-carrefour-de-l-europe
https://all.accor.com/hotel/1046/index.nl.shtml?utm_term=mar&gclid=CjwKCAjwzOqKBhAWEiwArQGwaCNEuU_YhIqIdrA3fZsWQo8CMPsrbR7XnyEM7jagL1mEk2fWR9JDkBoCR8EQAvD_BwE&utm_campaign=ppc-ibi-mar-goo-nl-nl-be-bmm-sear-bp&utm_medium=cpc&utm_content=nl-nl-BE-V0627&utm_source=google
https://www.almahotel.be/nl/
https://www.ledixseptieme.be/


  

 

 

   
 

 

Audience 

Academics, politicians, civil servants, and members of the general public who are interested 

in attending the conference without presenting a paper, are welcome to do so. However, we 

kindly invite you to register via this link. 

 

Organizing committee 

The workshop is organized in the framework of the Innoviris Anticipate research project 

‘Jeunes&Politiek’, in collaboration with the Brussels Parliament. Jeunes&Politiek is a joint 

research collaboration by the Université catholique de Louvain, the Université libre de 

Bruxelles, and the Vrije Universiteit Brussel. 

 

 

 

https://forms.gle/xAX3ZMVwVrXpijgw5

